
Today’s presentation is about combatting non-compliant & potentially unsafe PPE/Personal 
Protective Equipment, which currently abound on our shores. The aim of this presentation is 
to alert and teach those that use/procure PPE/Safety equipment to have a better 
understanding of the issues around the:

The good, the bad and the ugly concerning PPE.



British Safety Industry Federation BSIF is the UK Trade Association covering the PPE and 
Safety Equipment sector.  BSIF have over 365 members covering:

• Accredited Test Labs/Certification approved bodies for the PPE Reg
• Manufacturers
• Distributors
• Importers
• Agents
• Safety training providers

BSIF drive best practice help rehabilitate the PPE/Safety industry and thereby improve 
workers safety both now and in the future. 

           



BSIF now has Secretariat role 
for SGUK 



Lets look at Taking The
        out Of Specifying 

PPE & Safety Equipment
Risk



What is PPE?

‘All equipment… which is intended to be 
worn or held by a person at work and which 
protects the person against one or more 
risks to that person’s health or safety, and 
any addition or accessory designed to meet 
that objective’

According the PPE Regulation 1992:



Is there REALLY a problem with Non-Compliant Products?
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So what are the risks of specifying Non-Complaint 
products?

Injury, Ill-health or 
Death

Prosecution – Fines & 
Imprisonment

Negative publicity



The BSIF secretly shop PPE to assess whether the 
products found match their claimed performance by 
indicative testing and assessing documentation and 
markings. BSIF handed over hundreds of proved 
‘spurious’ sellers of non-compliant PPE during the 
height of the pandemic 





Registered Safety Supplier Scheme Update 
308 Members Auditable 

206 Audits Conducted (67%) 186 Completed (90%) 

Member PPE Assessments118     Non-Member PPE Assessments

270 TOTAL –  106 TOTAL - 
41 Pending     16 Pending

196 Pass   12 Pass

29 Fail assessment (13%) 78 Fail assessment  (87%) 

16 Documentation/Marking Fail* 258 Documentation/Marking Fail*

Results may show failures against 
product claims and/or documentation

*May show more than 1 failure
against each product

Oct 2024



22 Non compliant PPE products reported to Market Surveillance 
Authorities YTD Oct 2024 , 8 responses ZERO Prosecutions…



WORKING TOGETHER IN SAFETY

Market Surveillance for PPE & Safety Equipment 2022/23 

Table 1: Product categories notified on PSD, 2023-24

The table represent the figures from April 2023 to March 2024

Type of Product No. %

Electrical appliances and equipment 634 22.87

Cosmetics 561 20.24

Toys 399 14.39

Personal protective equipment (PPE) 278 10.03

Machinery 145 5.23

Jewellery 141 5.09

Clothing, textiles and fashion items 94 3.39

Gas appliances and components 94 3.39

Childcare articles and children's equipment 60 2.16

Hobby / sports equipment 49 1.77

Hand tools 48 1.73

Chemical products 46 1.66

Lighting equipment 43 1.55

Decorative articles 38 1.37

Furniture 25 0.90

Communication and media equipment 22 0.79

Kitchen / cooking accessories 22 0.79

Construction products 17 0.61

Gadgets 13 0.47

Motor vehicles (including spare parts) 12 0.43

Laser pointers 6 0.22

Recreational crafts 6 0.22

Stationery 5 0.18

Lighting chains 4 0.14

Pressure equipment / vessels 3 0.11

Food-imitating products 2 0.07

Measuring instruments 2 0.07

Explosive atmospheres equipment 1 0.04

Pyrotechnic articles 1 0.04

Other 1 0.04

Total 2772 100.00

These figures from 2023/2024 detail the 
number and type of products that the OPSS 
determined represented a potential risk to the 
user. Some 278 items of PPE (10% of the overall 
total), the fourth highest behind electrical 
appliances, cosmetics and toys



The Regulatory Landscape – the scourge of Online Marketplaces

Department for

Business & Trade

New legislation 
came into force in 
the UK in July 
placing duties on 
online distance 
seller/  
marketplaces. 
Good news, but 
needs robust 
secondary 
legislation to back 
it up! Sadly 
lacking!!



So, what does the law say?

PPE (at work REGS) 1992 (Part of the Healthy & Safety at work act) places a duty on every employer in Great 
Britain to ensure that suitable PPE is provided to 'employees' who may be exposed to a risk to their health or 
safety while at work. PPER 2022 extends this duty to limb (b) workers and came into force on 6 April 2022. This 
means all workers even on a temporary/casual contract must be provided PPE by the employer. 

Self-employed are exempt. 



Further duties in relation to PPE are 
that it must be

• Provided – FREE OF CHARGE
• Compatible with any other PPE
• Maintained or disposed of correctly
• Correctly stored when not in use
• Used properly – training in use, care, storage and 

maintenance must be provided



PPE should ALWAYS be the 
final option – but often it is 
the most practicable so 
should be treated as such.

Elimination

Substitution

Engineering 
Controls

Administrative 
Controls

PPE

Risk assessment is vital to 
ensure that the right ‘tool’ 
is specified for the job

Managing Hazards



Anything ≠ Nothing!



Product Markings
Conformity Assessed – 
does it have a UKCA, CE or UKNI Mark 
(CE & UKNI can be combined)? 

Does it detail the Standards to which
it has been approved?

BS EN ISO 374-1:2018/Type A

Examples

Does it show relevant pictograms & 
performance scores?

4.X.2.2 D Type C: K

If it is Category III PPE, is the 4 digit 
number of the Approving Body detailed 
With the Conformity mark? 0001 9999 0001

Are the markings clear and able to be 
understood?



Required Documentation

Was the PPE issued with a 
Declaration Of Conformity or 
was there a link in the UIS/IFU
where it can be viewed online?

Was the PPE issued with a 
User Instruction Sheet or 
Instructions For Use?



British Safety Industry Federation - General Use - Not Encrypted

Empower yourself. What to look for/ask for when buying PPE.
Ask to see these supporting Documents. They should be readily available

The following documents are a requirement & produced in the process of 
conformity assessment by the Manufacturer of the PPE and they should be 
readily available, so why not ask?
• Manufacturers Module B EU Type Examination Certificate

• Declaration Of Conformity for the product

• User Instruction Sheets
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Manufacturers Module B EU Type Examination Certificate

Supporting Documents

Certificate BSIF00125001

AnySupply Ltd
1a High Street
Anyton
Anyshire
AN1 1NA

It is certified that the manufacturers technical files and the PPE 
products detailed on this certificate have been assessed and found 

to be in accordance with

PPE Regulation (EU) 2016/425
 Module B, EU type-examination

Date of Issue: 
01 April 2020

Date of Expiry: 
31st March 2025

AS Safety Spectacle -300115
It is certified that the manufacturer’s technical file and the 
above mentioned PPE have been assessed and found to 
meet the essential Health & Safety Requirements in Annex 
II of Regulation (EU) 2016/425 Personal Protective 
Equipment

Certification is based on technical file reference ASSS0012 
and test results as detailed on following pages

This certificate remains the Property of BSIF to whom it must be returned on request

0
1

0
1

Authorised by
BSIF, Notified Body 0101
BSIF House
Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
HP1 3AF England
www.bsif.co.uk

Certificate Number

Manufacturer 
name and address

Approval to PPE Regulation

Date of issue & 
Date of Expiry

Product description and coding

Notified/Approved Body Name 
and number

Signature of authorised 
person at Notified/Approved 
Body

Name, address and 
number of Notified Body

Subsequent pages with 
test details etc. listed

N
O
T
IB
O
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What do these Supporting Documents look like?

Declaration Of Conformity

Declaration of Conformity No. 0105123

This declaration of Conformity is issued under the sole responsibility of the 
manufacturer:
BSIF
BSIF House
Hemel Hempstead
Herts. HP1 3AF

Cov-R-All Chemical Protective Coverall C/w Hood
Code: CRA100 – Category III PPE
Yellow – Size Ranges Small to XXXL
Various Batch Numbers apply

The product referenced in this Declaration satisfies the essential Health & 
Safety requirements of Regulation (EU) 2016/425 Personal Protective 

Equipment

The product referenced in this declaration is issued in compliance with the 
following harmonised Standards

EN 13034:2005+A1:2009 Type 6 – Protection against reduced spray of liquid chemicals

EN ISO 13982-1:2004+A1:2010 Type 5 – Protection against hazardous particles

EN 14605:2005+A1:2009 Type 3 & 4 – Protection against liquid chemicals

EN 14126:2003  Type 3B/4B/5B/6B – Protection from biological hazards

EN 1149-5:2008 Electrostatic Properties – Performance requirements using EN1149-1:2006

EU Module B Type Certificate number: 5231105/1 Refers

EU type Examinations by:

BTTG Testing & Certification Ltd
Unit 14, Wheel Forge Way
Trafford Park, Manchester, M17 1EH
Notified Body No: 0338

Module D QA Assessment by:

SATRA Technology Europe Ltd
Bracetown Business Park
Clonee, Dublin, D15 YN2P
Notified Body No: 2777

Authorised and approved: 01/04/2020
Issued by: 

Company Logo

Title and Number of D of C

Name and Address 
of manufacturer

Description & code 
of PPE Image of Product

Declaration of 
Compliance with 
PPE Regulation

Declaration of Compliance 
with specific Standards Details of Module B 

Certificate(s)

Details of Notified Body 
who issued Module B 
Certificate(s)

Details of 
Notified/Approved Body 
who conduct QA 
Module Assessment

Details of who (person) issued 
D of C and date of issue

XXXX Company



Product Condition

Is the PPE clean, undamaged 
and suitable for use?

If the PPE requires regular 
servicing or maintenance, has 

this been conducted? Are there 
records that show it has been?



Training and Risk Assessment

Do you know how to use the PPE Correctly?
Do you know how to Store, Care & maintain it correctly?

Has there been a risk 
assessment carried out prior to 
PPE being specified?



In 2016 To combat non-compliance in our sector BSIF started The 
Registered Safety Supplier Scheme annual audit for members 
that bring PPE/Safety equipment to market. This audit ensures 
that members meet their legal responsibilities and obligations as 
required by the PPER 2016/425 (UK law). This includes:

1. Members must submit annually to having their products assessed by our audit 

team, this can include testing of product to only PPE that complies to the 

correct legislation is being sold. 

2. Members must supply a the legally required documentation. EU type 

cert/DOC/user instructions

3. Members must prove they have due diligence systems in place to ensure 

correct quality management systems/Quality Policies

4. Must show/prove they have product traceability and be able to initiate product 

recalls 

5. Correct level of Public & Products liability insurance. 

6. Members sales staff must undergo a NEBOSH qualification to enable them to 

speak/advise correctly on PPE/Safety.

Anyone can sell Safety, but you shouldn’t buy Safety from just anyone

So what 
are the 
BSIF doing 
about it?





Go to www.bsif.co.uk to find a compliant seller of PPE & Safety equipment

http://www.bsif.co.uk/
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Anyone can sell Safety, but you shouldn’t 

buy Safety from just anyone!
ALWAYS specify the Shield



• Access to BSIF Mailings 
• BSIF awareness campaigns/posters 
• Special Interest Group/End user interface 

group 
• Qualifications 
• Exclusive conferences/seminars/webinars 
• Networking Events 
• BSi Working Group Referral 

Email: enquiries@bsif.co.uk
Subject: Duty Holder 
Membership

mailto:enquiries@bsif.co.uk


The BSIF currently lead 8 Product Special Interest Groups/Working Groups. Through these 
members push to influence Standards in your chosen industry to drive toward a better future..  

Head Eye/face/Hearing Protection Measurement & Instrumentation
Spills & Containment   Respiratory Protection
Height Safety                                              Protective Glove & Clothing
Electrical Hazard 
Safety Footwear Protection                      End User Member interface Group 

           *Test & Certification Group For accredited Labs and UK Approved Bodies*

    

                                                                                                       “Listen Today Hear Tomorrow”
                            “In Your Hands”
                            “Clean Air Take Care” 
                                                                                                       “Cutting out knife injuries” 
                                                                                                       “Safety Footwear Jargon Buster”

 





Anyone that specifies or purchases PPE & Safety products has a legal responsibility to 
provide compliant, fit for purpose compliant products to those who will use them.

How many fully understand just how important this is? What could it mean if they get 
this wrong not only for those using the products, but what it could mean to them 
personally? 

This year we will launch a qualification/course aimed specifically at those who 
source/procure PPE/Safety Products called “Sourcing Safety”. The aim is to help those 
that source PPE to do it from a position of knowledge and confidence. 

Content will include:
• Legal requirements
• Standardization processes (EN/ISO standards) related to PPE & Safety Products
• Market Surveillance
• Management of Safety In the Workplace

2024 Sourcing Safety 
Course & Qualification

Training/Qualification for specifiers of PPE/Safety Equipment coming soon



Resources



Resources

https://www.bsif.co.uk/downloads-centre-2/ QR CODE it!

https://www.bsif.co.uk/downloads-centre-2/
https://www.bsif.co.uk/downloads-centre-2/
https://www.bsif.co.uk/downloads-centre-2/
https://www.bsif.co.uk/downloads-centre-2/
https://www.bsif.co.uk/downloads-centre-2/


BSIF Companions to 
Industry Guidance:



www.bsif.co.uk
www.registeredsafetysupplierscheme.co.uk
Email: enquiries@bsif.co.uk
Tel: 01442 248744

LinkedIn: @British Safety Industry Federation

Twitter:  @BSIF1

http://www.bsif.co.uk/
http://www.registeredsafetysupplierscheme.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@bsif.co.uk


o Introducing PPE Saves: Never compromise! The campaign will elevate the role of PPE, 

reflecting its critical and often indispensable role and value in promoting workplace safety 

as well as highlighting the many additional benefits quality PPE can provide.

© BSIF 2009 All rights reserved

PPE Saves ! 2025 Campaign

WORKING TOGETHER IN SAFETY



Thank you 
for listening. 
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